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Abstract

Development is a multidimensional embodiment of progress, which is sometime
quantitative or both. It has been an essential ingredient for the growth of socie
continents, but what is equally as important as development itself is the ability ¢, ensury
sustainability. There are misconceptions and gaps in knowledge that have led to varigy, .\'ruld; ’\
concerning how to accelerate the pace of sustainable development around the globe, py l;}‘\‘
need to continue narrowing the existing knowledge gap remains imperatively clear: The ~"I"‘x‘it;~
objective of this study is (o put the role of science journalism in Nigeria's .\‘u.\'m:'rm)»!k\
development under the microscope; with the aim of methodically highlighting some of the stiong
academic debates that can be used as a compass for recommending a way forward. The sy
adopted a qualitative library research method to explicate the dynamics of the subject. The ideas
within this study are firmly anchored on the framing theory. The study found that science
Journalism plays the pivotal role of advancing the progress of sustainable development. Hence,
science journalism is required for the attainment of Nigeria's sustainable development goals
(SDG's). The major recommendation is that similar studies should be replicated using different
methods.
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Introduction

Development is a term that means different things to different people, just as much as it has bt\‘“\
an cssential ingredient for the growth of socictics. Abuiyada (2018) points out that “F-t.d:(
“development” has various meanings to different people and can be explained n fi-l}h.r:mi
contexts. This point of view explains why developmental needs vary from socicty 0 Sm.“?l‘th&'
from place to place. Onwuliri (1998) argues that development as a concept g0¢3 lm)of‘:l 84
narrow lines of economic and material advancement. It is all encompassing. I-)C\’Cl(?‘?{‘::(\ﬂil”ﬂ
multidimensional process involving the totality of man in his political, economic, PSY® A8

m /




Okocha, Wang & Onobe: Illtj“_i[ihllgrlhg Role of Science Journalism

and social relations amongst others, | yevelopment is nota project but a process by Wthl.l pcoplc
create and recreate themselves and their life circumstances 1o tealize higher levels of civilization
inaccordance with theirown choice and values," (Ake 2001, p. 140).

The word 'development' is exci g to the ear s even more so when itis preceded by the
word 'sustainable.' This sugpests that not only will there be improvement (sic) it would
continue for a reasonable period; not o short-lived occurrence. Not unexpectedly, many

scholars and practitioners have attempted a delinition of sustainable development.
(Nwanne 2018, p. 54)

According o Pearson (1992) as cited in Abuiyada, (2018), development points to an
improvement that may be Qualitative, quantitative or a combination of both - in the use of
available resources. What is more or Jess as mportant as development itself is the ability to
ensure 1ts sustamability. Sachs (2010, p. 28) argues that “there 1s no development without
sustainability or sustainability without development.” This argument buttresses the view that

sees sustainability as a strong pillar which upholds the structures of development, while
sustainability itself is to a large ¢

xtent dependent upon development; with the two sharing a
multidirectional rel

ationship that strengthens both sides of the cquation. Emas (2015), explains
that the overall goal of sustainable development is the long-term stability of the economy and
environment; thisis only achicvable through the integration and acknowledgement of economic,
environmental, and social concerns throughout the process Henee, itcan be smd that sustainable
developmentis a three pronged fork that depends onall its three extensions, with the absence of
one being tantamount to taking one step forward and two steps backwards, which 1n essence
throws socicty into a much bigger hole than that which it had crawled out from.

Sustainable development has been defined as “development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” (United
Nations General Assembly, 1987, p.43). Emas (2015), points out that the concept of conserving
resources for future generations is one of the major features that distinguish sustainable
development policy processes from traditional environmental policy processes, which also seek
to internalize the externalitics of environmental degradation. The maximization of scicntific
knowledge for the purpose of conserving resources for our future generations is surely a crucial
step towards the achicvement of sustainable development in Nigeria and perhaps Africa at large.
[tcan be said that one of the ways of achieving this goal is by ensuring that science journalismis a
central point that connects scientific knowledge with sustainable development. In essence,
science journalism should be viewed as an indispensable screw that ties science and sustainable
development together.

The birth of science journalism can be historically traced to the seventeenth century when
scientific research undertakings mainly appearcd in newsletter outlets such as the Philosophical
Transactions (Jucker, 2009). The importance 0|'scicnccjournulism 18 casily reinforced by an eye
opening reality which shows that having a scientific b_uckground does not change th? fact that
even highly educated individuals, some wn'h degrees in science rclalgd t1cld§, sometimes ha_vc
little or no experience researching and making sense of slightly complicated 1ssuc§ such as diet
recommendations advocated in the popular press (P‘olman, Ncwtnm'], Saul and Farrar, 2014).
Nguyen and Tran (2019) explain that toduy: the efTective transfer of science and le-ch-n(.)logy from
developed countries to the less dcvclopcd.llcs at the corc of global policies a.nd prioritics, such as
the United Nations' previous millennium development goals (MDG's) and the current
sustainable development goals (SDG's).
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Theoretical Framew ork

The strings of this study are anchored on the framing theory. The fr
by Gregory Bateson in 1972 (Arowolo, 2017). Bateson (1972
as "a spatial and temporary bounding of a set of inter

explains that a frame is the central organizing idea for news content that supplies a context and
suggests what the issue s through the use of selection, emphasis, exclusion and claboration.
According to Arowolo (2017). the framing theory implies that how something is presented tothe
audience (called 'the frame') influences the choices pcople make in terms of the how to process
such information. The idea of the revolves around the fact that the media fOC“_Ses
attention on certain events and then places them within aficld of meaning (Mass Coxllllluni§3t1°“
Theory, 2022). In essence, the media create meaning from events, thus the manufacturing of
meaning by the media subsequently leads to what i teferred to as 'media frames.' It is also ¢
that both 'media frames' and 'personal frames' exist, and sometimes clash. McCombs, Shaw and1
Weaver (1997) argue that, not only are 4 genda setting effects and framing effects related, franllllz*;
is in fact, an extension ofagenda setting. It is worthy of note to state that science journalism ¥
plays the agenda setting role of educating the public about scientific developments.

ond leve] agenda

aming theory was propounded
, P 197) saw psychological frames
active messages.” McCombs (2004)

framing theory

Framing is often compared 1o sec

perceptions of the audience. Nguyen and Trap 2
able to match the influence of science journalism
setting and awareness raising,

e the
setting, since they both try to sl:gﬁl
019) argue that few other cham_l?l_s(‘s -
in terms of its gate keeping abilities, 22

. - . i S ‘ve"

( Science Journalisms use of awareness campaigns i oward
advocacy campaigns obviously falls within the rcalms of framing when the goal L]e genit?
directed change. Using science Journalism to fra; g
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ne controversial issues such as fe
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mutilation in ways that lead 1o
journalism at its best, The Mmos
place on the information )0

. , . i =y s of science
achanpe in behaviour provides us with a good example of dia
Leommon use of frames is interms ol the frame the news or medie

' : : : o nereent ‘WS, d§
Y convey, which in turn influences audience perception of news,

they do notonly tell the audicnce what 1o think about but also how to think about such an issue
(Mass Communication 'I‘Ilunry,

2022). 1t cannot be denied that 'news frames' inllucnc-c UlAlr
perceptions of reality, thig study is therefore concerned with the dircet implications of framing fn
the context ol how it influences the reparting of science based news, since science journalists in
this sense are expected to wiceld theiy power by framing science information in ways that lead to
directed outcomes (positjve behavioural chanpe).

When science journalists use 'media fr
'personal frames' of (he audience
development. This can be

ames' to their advantage, they are likely to influence the
which can in turn accelerate the pace of sustainable
achiceved in areas such as pood health and wellbeing, as well as clean
walter and sanitation amongst others, Fo, cx:unplc,'whcn the audience form wrong 'personal
frames" about certain issyeg bothering on false and unverified information circulation, it is the

duty ol science Journalism (o correet such "personal frames' using well verified scientific
evidence and information to back their ¢|

aims, A good example can be seen in the case of the
2003 polio vaccine boycolt in northerm Nigcria which can be ascribed (o ‘personal frames'
created through the spread of rumours and unfounded information about the contents and side-
clfects of the vaccines. Such contradictory 'frames' about science and medical innovations have

ensured that science journalism i often tasked with the role ol correcting such misconceptions

fromtimetotime,

Thedirectrelevance and application of framing theory to the fic
tilted towards how the framing of scientific inform
way an audience perceives an issue in terms of its significance or insignificance,
influences their opinions and actions. A good cxam

science journalist for the tailoring of scientific information in ways that are bound to influence
stake holders and the general public in the arca of policy making about global challenges such as
environmental degradation and climate change. Additionally, the Wiy a story is framed by a
science journalist can be presented in terms of the conseq an action or the morality of
such an action amongst others, depending on the approach that is guaranteed to arouse and
sustain the interest of the audience, towards achieving the ultimate goal of swaying their
opinions. The suitability of framing to science journalism news aimed at the attainment of
Sustainable development can be drawn from Entman (199 ) who argues that the five popular
ways of framing ncws storics include; Conflict - bctwcc.n partics; Human Interest — presenting a
story with human face; Consequences — presenting the direct consequences o f‘hl.lr‘nun ucti(_ms and
inactions; Morality — moralizing issucs i1'1 terms ot"gogd or bad:':md Rcspons|bll|‘ty - attrlb}lting
responsibility. Lastly, the use of sc'lecllcm, ClTl]:)hilF.ilS, 'exclumnp and elaboration by science
Journalists can help in the framing of important scicntific information,

Idofscience journalism is mostly
ation by science journalists determines the
which in turn
ple of this is when framing is cmployed by a

ienees of

The Nexus between Sustainable Development and Science Journalism

Sustainable development is a very widc arca that has bccn‘ lmlvcrsc‘d by vt“.rious scl}ol

with most agreeing about the three lme.r rcluled. components that “plfly.u key role in

: i 1o of sustainable development. It now jw'ldcly ac.ccptcd that busm.mab‘lc. development

engincering o Sl}- ends on economic sustainability, environmental sustainability, and socijal

toa 1_5“83' e epencs ¢, the United Nations World Summit Outcome document (2005),

sustamabxllltl.']y.tlz ?;el[:}izgcfa’clms of economic sustainability, environmental sustainability and
points out tha

in
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the




{ and Communication Sty diss . o

nal of Developmen

BANCIII: Jour

lly reinforcing pij,
I as mutud
ndent as we

s of
. §
: ustai
bility, are interdepences < that the ovcrallgo?lqrs nabI.e deve
nability, 2015)also Cxplmn-1 environment; this 1s only achievap
N )J anc

social sustai 1

oo g FL'mﬂS( the econom ic. environmental, and social cop,
. stability of o e

e d acknowledgement ofcc

i all cknowledg

integration and a

181 (1 ess.
the decision making proc

Usty
]’1.
Sthough [he
r()ughe i
Iy

le
Cm

(em must be able Lo produce goods and g,
-cally sustainable sys! economy without jeopaeq:_. s,
An economically Jd maintain manageable : 3| Pardiz; ‘ Ny
inuing (sic) basis and ma “nvironmentally, sygfa; &
continuing (sic) b1:11ic activities of the cotliﬂlfy. 1’:“ exploitalion):;frusmmable Sygtmal
s of econo -» avolrding ove en
halanccs'Of. s «table resource base, avolding cs only to the extent theWjdb : remﬁ‘
L ddh tlciinn non-rencwable resources 1 tachieve d; at iny entﬁ
systems.. and CPllhmfulcS___Thelast faclor(socma)mudad ieve I5tributiop, eun“
made inadequate Slofsociai services, including hc_alth an %1 ucation, gender gq iy
uate provisiof ) : ticipation. This must b
a?)(l:icllicm z:cmmtahﬂil)'v transparency and particip ¢
P =

. and
With d
undersrandingofhumanrights,(OnyCShola2008,p ()) .

. als are seventeen in number, they al] fa)| int
Though the sustainable developmu:jl gat:]a;s idnr tecrdcpcndcm SateEnies it inClud: 22 O
three symbiotically' 1n1cl-coxlncC}C stainability and social sustainability, The SuSt;Ormc
sustainability, eln\r(ggg?se)ll‘l'ilrcsdu;ignCd to build on carlicr efforts, which were kiCksta;lnablc

/ & oals ‘ .
?I: (r:li?lll):]};?:xﬁm development goals (MDG's). Whl!e the form;:r h;li\/e etj;_)anc‘lt‘,d on the latter [hy,:

latter were the driving force behind global campaigns towards the eradication _Of Poverty i
various dimensions around the early 2000's. It can be argued that post moc_lernISm has broug,
about the emergence of science as an indispensable driver of development in many counrieg of
the world. It 1: therefore unsurprising that sciecnce and lftchl}o{ogy are seen as impﬂnam
ingredients towards the present and future development qf Nigeria just as much asitis the same
with any other country (Anacto, Ani, Nnadi, Ugwoke, Asiabaka, Anacto and Ihekeronye, 2016),
It can be added that science and journalism both carry the social responsibility as wel| ag mor
obligation of working synergistically towards producing an effect which is greater than the gy
of their individual parts. The aim is to hit the milestones that encompass the Sustainabl;
Development Goals (SDG's),which were mapped out by the United Nations (UN) in 2015.1tis
worth noting that when these two concepts (science and journalism) are combined, they becom
an effective means toan end, a term which

is now widely referred to as science journalism.
The role of science journalism in accelerat

ing and steering scientific advancement towards e
attainment of the sustainable development goals (SDG's) cannot be overstated, since it cannothe
denied that the 21* century has seen the emergence of new channels for the rapid and exponenti
growth of science and technology,

Just
Technological advancements haveu
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as much as science journalism itself, Scientific af

nolog eashed science journalism from the shackles of traditiond |
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Coker and Ngula (2020) explain that when _iournalis'ls ncpommod
Journalism, they seek to bridge the gap between the puhllg's right to kn
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is indispensable role in accelerating sustainable devel
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Educate the public about new scientific developments

The role of science journalism as a tool for educating the public about scientific
developments is one the key functions of science journalism which is aimed at the attainment of
). Itis quite cvident that science journalists have acted
neral public, thus taking on the task of conveying the
th their educational role, to shaping the critical opinion
ent (Treise and Weigold, 2002). The role of the science
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cultural factors sometitce play s mitipating role on the adoption and application of new
geientific discoveries and technalogical immovations.

Nguyen and Tran (2019) caplain that technologies like genetic modification, artificial
intelhgence, automation, stem cell research, nanotechnologies, and the likes are transforming
how people work, hive andidentifty themselves i unprecedented directions that cven citizens and
pohicy-makers of advanced, weientfically savvy societies find it hard 1 grasp, monitor and
control, How these technologicn can be chianncled towards development is a question that is
often raised, 1t 15 however obvious that technological advancements have created a niche for
science journalism. It must be added that science journalism in its ideal state should strive
towards guidimg and sensatizing the public about the global challenges mitigating sustainable
development. Such challenpes include, but are not totally limited to poverty, climate change,

biodiversity loss, environmental degradation, infectious discases, epidemics and pollution
amongst others,

4. Actas a bridge between science and strategic policy making

There is no doubt that the two-wiy bridge between science and policy making plays an
important function towards the attamment of the sustainable development goals (SDG's). One of
the obvious roles playcd by scicnce journalism in many parts of the world 1s that of influencing
policies that bother on alleviating plobal challenges such as poverty, climate change and
cnvironmental degradation amongst others. This is sometimes achieved through advocacy
campaigns and strategic commumecation. Ngayen and Tran (2019, p. 2) explain that “Science and
Technology (S&T) has been a central part of international politics and policy since US President
Harry Truman gave birth to the new post war era of development...” [tis therefore unsurprising
that the gap between the ficld of science and that of the politics of science-based policy making, is
often scen as a space that fittingly suits the field of science journalism. In a nutshell, science
journalism can promote informed decision making by supporting evidence-based policy making
on critical issucs, through dialoguc and the cxchange of scicentifically grounded ideas between
policy makers, scientists and the general public,

The Mobilization of Science Journalism for Sustainable Development in Nigeria

The relationship between science and journalism in its ideal state should be mutual and
symbiotic. It can be argued that scientific evolution has undeniably led to the revolutionary
growth of journalism in more ways than onc. In order to possess scientific knowledge that can be
considered uscful, one must have a rcliable means 1o find, evaluate, and make sense of new
scientific and technical information that cannot be predicted or completely and comprehensively
taught in school (Feinstein, 2011; Feinstein, Allen, & Jenkins, 2013, as cited in Polman ct al,
2014).1t can be argued that science journalism provides us with a reliable means of finding and
making scnsc of new scientific and technical information. Asuquo, Samuel, Bassey and Basscy
(2010) explain that science education can help us check some of the destructive tendencies of
science and technology.

Though it can be argued that modernization and industrialization do not always literally amount
to sustainablc development, it must be added that just as much as science has been a burden in an
ecological sense and beyond, it still holds the answers 10 the emerging challenges facing
sustainable development in Nigeria and perhaps Africa at large.For instance, while Nigeria and
most African countries have a large portion of their labour force involved in subsistent
agriculture due to a lack of access to scientific and technological knowledge and innovation. the
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.- Economic sustainability

[t has been shown that scientific productivity is a much better l”uljc“.” of the economiy
wealth of a nation than all educational vaniables tracked by the United Nations Developmery
Program and the World Bank (Jaffe, 2013) The United Kingdom and France benefiteg
imrﬁ:nsc]y fromthe 19" century industrial revolution. Similarly, the United States evolved frop,
an agranan economy in the I-‘)Ih century mto an mdustrial SUperpoOwer 1 the 20th Cenltury
(Anactoetal, 2016). The imponance of cconomic sustamability to developmentis hinged on the
idea that economic growth has the propensity to negatively impact the environment if proaciive

€asures are not taken, this in turn compromises the availabilty of other resources for future
generations. For instance, cconomic growth and industrialization do not always amount to
development when the outcome is environmental degradation and chimate crisis, as in the case of
rising levels of greenhouse and carbon cmissions caused by cconomic prowth and
industnalization.

Emas (2015) explains that the appreciation of our natural resource constraints is also in our best
interest. Truly rational and effective governance requires a nation to consider and protect the
environment as well as the natural resources on which 1ts current and future development
depend. It is undeniable that our natural resources will be completely depleted, leaving us
without substitutes. if the media in general and science journalism in particular turn a blind ey
on economic sustainability. It can be argued that an cconomically sustainable system must be
able to produce goods and services on a constant basis while maintaining a managcable
economy, without jeopardizing sectorial balance of ceconomic activities wiliﬂn the country
(Onyeshola, 2008). Though scientific development has toppled factors such as land, capital and
labour as the most SRl economic lucl(.)r, It cannot be denied that science 1s not sufficient
enough to ensure economic sustainability on its own,

Nguyen and Tran (29 19) explain lhul'luduy, policy-makers see
technology as a crucial means of altering human bchav
better living standards and personal freedom_ |y can be argued thay employing science journalism
with the goal altering human behaviours and CNSUring sustainab|e cconomicb[;rospcritjy provides

apanacealo lhe‘challe.nges lh'atcomc wi»th pursuingcconumic sustainability. It is worthy of note
to state that science journalism sometimes reaches thege e

strategies for policy engineering and advocacy, goals by using carefully designed

: the globalization of science and
tours for the sake of economic prosperity,

2. Environmentalsustainability

Environmental sustainability has been 5 thematjc feature |
¢ in

2/ 1

various (.lz:vclopmﬂnt

e
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programmes through the years. For instance, cven the previous United Nations (UN's)
Millennium Development Goals (MDG's) which could easily be criticized for being too
anthropomorphic while also lacking a clear synergy between goals, had the goal of ensuring
environmental sustainability as one of the cight goals on the list, highlighting the importance of
environmental sustainability. It can be said that the connection between environmental
sustainability and ecconomic sustainability cannot be pushed aside. Dernbach (1998) explains
that the connections between the environment and development provide a powerful rationale for
cnvironmental protection and enlightened self-interest. Therefore, any form of environmental
degradation can be viewed as an attack on future resources.

pearce & Barbier (2000) state that the interplay between the environment and the economy
remains at the heart of sustainable development. Lele (1991) explains that sustainable
development is closely linked to ccological issues, since it is widely accepted that nature
provides fundamental opportunities and constraints to development, the understanding of the
concept of sustainable development in theory is mostly related to ecological sustainability. It 1s
also obvious that environmental sustainability is cut from the same fabric as resource
management. For instance, Onyeshola (2008) is of the view that cnvironmentally, sustainable
systems must maintain a stable resource base by avoiding over exploitation of renewable
resource systems, and by depleting non-renewable resources only to the extent that investment is
made in adequate substitutes.

It can casily be argued that science journalisms functionin cnsuring environmental sustainability
cannot be overstated. By harnessing the social responsibility and moral obligation of pushing for
environmentally friendly policics and raising awareness about the consequences of certain risky
behaviours on the environment, science journalism can help mitigate the impact of
environmental degradation which is more often than not caused by the extractive exploration of
mineral resources like tin in Jos as well as crude oil exploration in parts of southern Nigeria.
Adejumo and Adejumo (2014) explain that the environment should be seen as an asset, a stock of
available wealth but if the present generation spends this wealth without investment for the
future, then the world will subsequently runout of resources. There is no doubt that the mediation

of such an ideology lics with science journalism.

3. Socialsustainability

Social sustainability as a component of sustainable development, is another vital piece of
the puzzle. Klarin (2018) explains that in order to achicve the necessary ecological conditions for
sustainable development, certain social conditions also have to be achieved, considering their
influence on ccological sustainability on the onc hand, and unsustainability on the other hand.
For instance, without good, affordable and reliable energy sources, climate action against
climate change will be ineffective due to the use of fire wood which increases carbon emissions.
Another good example is that without portable drinking water, the drive towards good health and
wellbeing of the public will be jeopardized. Ulhoi and Madsen (1999) explain that from the
aspect of social sustainability, sustainable development represents an opportunity for achicving
certain needs derived from quantitative economic values. It can be argued that social
o achieve distributional cquity, adequate provision of social services
ducation, gender equity and political accountability, transparency and
derstanding of human rights (Onyeshola, 2008).

sustainability strives t
including health and e
participation, as wellasa dynamicun

Social sustainability is also an opportunity for achieving certain social needs, tradition,
r social values and characteristics (Klarin, 2018). In essence, this is the social
it can therefore be argued that social sustainability is

culture and othe d cha
justice perspective of social sustainability,
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myths and run;unrs about infectious diseases by using ng‘erdl_ Slmu?leb 10 tum Stientifie
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funding for research as well as help improve the mass appeal of science In general ang SCienge
Jjournalism in particular.
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Fhe Draw-Backs and Challenges of Science Journalism in Nigeria

Scientists sometimes face challenges when it comes to breaking down technical term into
everyday language as a result of the complex nature of the \-'()gulalllill}’ (P()l‘l]’lilﬂ et al, 2014)
Science journalists also face similar challenges, since science journalismstrives to accurately
communicate complex scientific concepts to a general audience. Coker and Ngula (2020)
explain that in Fahnestockian terms, one could say that scientists arc sometimes incapable of
shifting from their accustomed genre. There 1s no doubt that scientific information cap be
difficult to understand for people without a background knowledge of the issue. Additionally,
science Journalists must also be careful to avoid sensationalizing or oversimplifying scientific
information, which can lead to misinformation. 1t is also true that due to the fact that science
Journalism is sometimes viewed as a dry and dull genre of journalism which is less appealing to
readers, there is a pressure on science journalism to produce compelling and attention-grabbing
storics which may sometimes Icad to an exaggeration of the available information.

The challenge of keeping abreast with the latest developments in the scientific arena is another
issue. The fast paced nature of the news industry can make it difficult for science journalists to
thoroughly research and verify stories before publication, which can lead to misinformation
from the stand point of inaccuracy. Nguyen and Tran (2019) argue that government sometimes
implicitly or explicitly restrain science reporting to certain topics and issues so as to ensure that
political sources (government agencics and policy-makers) control science discourse and debate
in the news. Godswill (2014) is of the view that, the African
governance have limited the growth of science and technology,
region. Science journalism more often than not, faces the issue
could be viewed in terms of finding adequate funds to

Ramos, Massarani, and Amorim, (2013) explain that journalists often lament about insufficient
support and cooperation from the science community, which makes it hard to follow, monitor
anc 1eport;on| New seience developmess, The nadequate support for science journalism from
ot Sovepment c prvalasetlakisinntlietissne, Godwill (2014) explains that most polices of

the government do not encourage investments in this sector. Scicntific projects are hardly
supported dueto their perceived high cost ofimp}emenmﬁon

political system and poor
especially in the Sub-Sahara
of inadequate support, which
support their work. Bauer, Howard,

While post-modernism can be viewed
through scientific advancements in the
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Godwill (2014) explains that another factor for poor scientific and technological development is
generally due to the African man's mentality towards science, technical education and scientific
research. Asuquo et al (2010) share a similar view, they argue that despite the populanzation of
science, Africans including professors of science, scientists, technologists and cven scicnce
journalists still hold strongly to a traditonal world view whichis often reflected by their behefin
black magic, mysticism and superstition.

There is also a lack of synergy between scientists and science journalists. Ekanem (2003)
explains that in Nigeria, scientists' distrust the media because the latter treat them like mere
advertisers and demand them to pay for the publication of science stories. The new media has
also led to the democratization of information creation and distribution through the internet, it is
no longer easy to separate real and fake news. In a nutshell, science journalism faces drawbacks
such as the oversimplification or misrepresentation of scientific information amongst others,
which more often than not lead to misinformation. This can be problematic when dealing with
controversial issues such as abortion, contraceptives and genetically modified foods. It can be
argued that ground breaking scientific discoveries and innovations have been made and are being
made, with developing countries' like Nigeria neither contributing anything tangible towards
suchdiscoveries, or to the mediation of science based knowledge on such discoveries.

Conclusion

The study provides an important perspective regarding the sacrosanct position ol science
journalism in Nigeria's drive towards sustainable development. Based on the findings of this
study, it can be concluded that scientific progress is an essential ingredient for development,
though it cannot be viewed as a sufficient tool in the drive towards sustainable development
without the indispensable input of science journalism. The study also shows that science
journalism plays the pivotal role of accelerating the pace of sustainable development through the
diffusion of knowledge and innovation, which subsequently creates a [avorable environment for
scientific knowledge, and in tum leads to more scientific advancements and development. As far
as scicnee journalism goces in Nigeria, it can be said that what has been achieved 1s just the tip of
an iceberg when compared to what can be achieved. Nguyen (2019) shares the same view, he
asserts that it is reasonable to conclude that despite the central role of science and technology in
development, science journalism in the developing world has not done a good job of bringing
science to the fore of the process. The significance of these findings is that science journalism in
Nigeria is far from 1deal, though it i1s fundamentally required for the attainment of Nigeria's
sustainable development goals (SDG's), itis also clear that we are still at the early stage of trying
to figure out how best to mobilize this powerful tool.

Recommendations

1. Considering the fact that the study adopted a qualitative library research method. Similar
studies need to be replicated using a different methodology.

2. Science journalism will continue to struggle if science journalists do not properly
promote the trade, it is therefore important for science journalists to immerse themselves
in the activities of professional organizations such as the African Federation of Science
Journalists (AFSJ) and the Nigerian Association of Scicnce Journalists (NASJ) with the
aim of gaining more visibility and public funding.
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