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Gemgny a-nd T?Jilgeﬁa.have maintained long and cordial relations
over the years. At ngena § attainment of independence on October 1, 1960,
West Gen_nanjs.r (ﬂ_S--]t was then) engaged in a long-standing diplomatic
relationship with Nigeria. The relationship between the two countries is
wide ranging, covering economic, political, soctal, defence and security
sectors. As 1s also the ease with such bilateral relations, there are high and
low points owing largely to changing circumstances in world affaiss,

This commentary focuses on the defence cooperation between
Germany and Nigeria as it has evolved over the years. This cooperation
has endured different situations and has picked up again, particularly since
Nigeria's return to democratic rule in May 1999 after decades of military
dictatorship. The work also reviews the evolution of the new defence
cooperation between the two countries. It equally seeks to uncover and
explain the factors responsible for the increased cooperation. Finally,
inferences are drawn as to what the future of this cooperation will be.

The Nature of Nigerian-German Defence Cooperation -
Defence cooperation between Germany and Nigera took off

seriously with the establishment of the Nigerian Air Force (NAF)in 19641;
West Germany assisted in the establishment NAF @ugh a teamdo
military personnel at command and lower levels. It's pioneer Commat .:;
was a German officer. The Germans laid the foundation for.thlsfligl
service of the Armed Forces of Nigeria, to t2ke off in terms of butldings;
equipment and training. L .

& However, whagt started off as  promising relﬂ: ?v'}l:?iﬁ;z: Jo(:"WtZ:
down by the Nigerian civil war (1967 ~70) i Cillnjted States refusing
period was responsible for this. With Britain a0d tge s
to supply arms to the Federal Government an(.i dl;dlnazms supply from the
support of Biafra, it was difficult to expect t_he neeae the Soviet Union and
countries of Western bloc. As aresult Nigena turned t0

1 ) % AF
its allies, including Egypt, cspecially 11 respectofN
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This siuation changed after the civil war, as Nigeria could now
import military equipment from the West. West Ger.r_nany was again
patronised to support NAF and also the Nigerian Navy with equipment and
training. The beneficial effect of the cooperation between Germany and
Nigeria is clearly seen in the development of NAF. The Technical Training
Group (TTG) was built by the Germans to train technical manpower for
NAE. This has now been transformed into an important institution of NAF,
the Air Force Institute of Technology (AFIT) in Kaduna. The AFIT is
training high-level manpower for the service and the aviation indusiry. Itis
also involved in the research, design and manufacture of equipment and
acrial vehicles, such as the unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV).

The NAF had collaborated with Dornier Company to locally
produce a trainer aircraft known as the Air Beetle. This product was
launched with excitement and expectations of greater advances to follow.
However, this initiative was killed by that malady, the “Nigerian factor”, a
euphemism for lack of discipline to maintain focus and sustain projects to
conclusion and further success. This situation is the cancer that has killed
such and other dreams in various facets of our national life.

| 'rfm'thermore, some of the combat platforms that have been in
Eat NAF were supplied by Germany. The Alpha Jet and BO
ggggféeéa;;;ﬂie examples. The Alpha Jet served Nigeria wel! in t]?e
ations and now in the counter-insurgency operations 1B

ﬂl; éq-orth East of the country. The Nigerian Navy (NN) also acquired
platiorms and other equipment from Germany within this period.

The New Defence Cooperation

G ] o
again dis:umi:z engagement with Nigeria in defence and security Was
Pted by the sanctions imposed on Nigeria following the

annulm N
e ent of the Iptemdantlal election of June 12. 1993, the Furopea?
(EU) has imposeq sanctio o

. —— ; wide-
ranging, Leadj s ns on Nigeria, and these Were
Aing countries i Europe also mobilised their allies amund
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the world to do. likewisei Th?s was what led to the isolation of Nigeria from
engagement with countries like Germany. The Nigerian media often referred
to this period as one in v{hfch the country wasa pariah in world affairs.
G.enn_an}.f participated fully in the observance of the sanctions
against Nigeria, in line with her foreign policy. The primary objective of
her foreign policy is to ensure global peace and security. This commitment
is implemented through Germany's full integration into the structures of
multilateral cooperation, which, in concrete terms, means:
Close partnership with France in the European Union
(EU), firm roots in the community of values shaped by the
transatlantic alliance with the USA, ..active and
committed involvement in the United Nations (UN) and the
Council of Europe as well as the strengthening of the
European security structure through the OSCE."
It is, therefore, important to put this in the context of Germany's
engagement with the world, including Nigeria.
However, with the return of Nigeria to democratic rule in 1999
and the subsequent lifting of sanctions, the two countries entere:d a new
phase in their defence cooperation. German military cooperafiod with
Nigeria is “owned” by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, whﬂetth;ImI:g
of Defence implements the programmes through the Fi*““““hi o the
Forces. This engagement can be seet through many -Pm-_‘“ts’ wm the
German military are working with their Nigenian umerpi:hrtsougil the
tempo of activities picked up from 2015 and this 18 dolm;h&] |
German Technical Assistance (GTECH) largely ROn-%

GTECH is a4-yearly programme. i with Nigeria has
The “toolbox” employed by Germany 12 15 mlmn;:lgxchange. Enable
five components namely, Military Advisors, Expe gramme, which, i
and Enhance Initiative, Equipmentand Training P

i their
country with personnel spending & few years on

" FACTS ABOUT GERMANY 2018 edition p38
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Experts exchange i an annual reciprocal arrangen_::ent, which sees
military officers visiting the other's country to share their expertise. These
visits are paﬂly—funded by both countries. For example, a Nigerian officer
going on this exchange visit will have to pay for travel to Germany and
back. The officer will be given accommodation and feeding by the hosts.
This means that any other costs are t© be met by the affected officer. The
sustainability of this arrangement will depend on good logistic support
available to the officer. Germany has a better system and, therefore, ableto

meet their obligations, while Nigeriais notalways able to do the same.

An area where things are not going well is in the training
opportunities offered to Nigerian officers in Germany. These are regular
German courses taught in German and require that Nigerian officers first
learn German to be able to participate in the courses. It is not surprising
that a number of officers who have attended such courses remain dismal.
Thus, this language requirement has become a disincentive to the
Nigerian side given our own lack of interest in learning foreign languages,
suchas French, Russian, Chinese and the like.

~ The Enable and Enhance Initiative enfails the provisions of
equipment on demand to the Nigerian military. External training is also
g vf‘m to personnel to enable them to operate and maintain such equipment.
E;J:n l:f:lg;::; (I;Z has a life cycle c-)f one year, largely to conforfn with _the
the ot of tis afr:nnanY- Tht‘: major challfsnge to the Nigerian side makmgs
their requests in gﬂodg:if;mt i the capac%ty of its bureaucracy %o F-’mc?:n
system s such that such de tz ‘meet deafﬂlﬂe& The- nature of (e N%Ee_n_%
eluded the side mostinnzezalthn o are regularly missed, and opporvi

Itshould also be mentioned that the Enablea®

Erlh "oy .« wgi .
a::fce Imtlatw_e has a civilian dimension, which involves enhancing o
capacity ofthe Nigerian Police Fo

igen rce, the Nigeria jorati rviceand
the Nigerian Customs Service e Nigerian Immigration Se

60



Reflections on Nigeria’s Foreign Policy: Volume VIIT

The EQUIPment Aid Programme entails the provision of
infrastructure, equipment and training. The German Technical Advisory
Group (GTAG) is in charge of executing the programme working with
Nigerian counterparts. The number of projects has increased over the
years, starting with the establishment of a workshop in Abuja for the repair
and maintenance of military vehicles. This has since been transformed
into the Armed Forces Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (AFEME)
Mechatronics School. This transformation includes the provision of
engineering equipment to enhance the competence of the engineering
personnel of the Armed Forces of Nigeria. The training provided in the
school also includes train-the-trainer courses.

Other projects include capacity building of personnel in counter-
insurgency operations (CIED) and training in the Nigerian Army
Engineering College in Makurdi, This is very critical in improving the
safety of Nigerian troops and reducing the numbers of TEDs used aga'mst
troops in the fight against terrorists in the North East of Nigena. In
Kaduna, a rehabilitation clinic has been established at the 44 Ret‘e-rence
Hospital of the Nigerian Army, o take care of the tro0ps wounded in the

. . - also providing
counter-insurgency operations. In Jajt, the Germans are
i o i\lance training and the Radar Ground

medical training, radar ground survet
Surveillance School. _ :
Iy the North East where counter-insurgency operat
the German govermment provides for the medgfaiméﬁ?er-lmpmﬁsed
soldiers, amphibious capabili Lﬁ?"] ' 4 mainteoance Of
Explosive Device (CIED), ground survelense B o cperatina
vehicles. In the Niger Delta region, _Gﬁm;n); 01; : SuategytodealWi‘h
capabilities o the Nigerian Navy (NSO enance
the security challenges in the maritime €Y + this cooperation- The
repair capabilities are also beig enhanced Fhfﬂui o to camry Outengine
NN Engineering Collegein Sa s e used on NN
repair and maintenance training.

ons are still on,

ties in the
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platforms are usually MTU engines and thatare now done in Sapele.

This growing role of Germany in addressing the security
challenge in Nigeria and, indeed, in the Gulf of Guinea (GOG) will need to
be encouraged and maximised for its benefits. Germany is providing
significant support for regional cooperation and maritime awareness in
ECOWAS and GOG. Although the cooperation has so far seen the
provision of non-lethal equipment to Nigeria, it is possible to move things
anotch higher by getting Germany to supply lethal weapons to Nigeria. At
this level, the political approval of the German government must be
obtained before such arm supplies can take place and the process could
take longer than one year, even with diligent attention to the requirements.

The Future of Nigerian-German Defence Cooperation
The level of engagement with Germany in defence looks set to
expand and deepen but this will depend on some external and largely
internal factors. Even the external factors will be in response to what
happens in Nigeria. It is important to remember that Germany is a team
player internationally. The country is committed to acting in consonance
with the decisions of the multilateral institutions to which it belongs.
These include the United Nations (UN), the European Unien (EU), the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and the Organisation for
* Security Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). In the event of any sanctions
against Nigeria from any of these mstitutions, Germany will join such
actions and this will putany cooperation programmes on hold.
Furthermore, Germany takes her relations with the United States
(US) very seriously enough to coordinate action that may be orchestrated

against Nigeria by the US. Germany is also committed to upholding
values like human rights, democracy,

certainly coordinate action a gainstany ¢
values, including Nigeria, as was the cas

peace and security. She would

ountry seen to violate any of these
ein 1993,
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Even without external sanctions, Nigeria's internal government
system tends to frustrate partners because it i inefficient. The institutions
responsible for the implementation of the agreements do not coordinate,
and correspondence takes very long to move from one point to the next
often because the senior officials are busy with other things. As a result,
deadlines for actions to be taken are missed and the expected benefits lost,
This isclearly reflected in the delays or failure to pay counterpart funds for
projects with international contribution. In the case of the current
cooperation with Germany, a lot of benefits are lost because the system is
slow to respond in giving the documentation required. This is a national
malady, reflected in the large number of agreements between Nigeria and
other countries which are not implemented at this end. Therefore, the risk
of this cooperation not going forward is high and the responsibility is for
Nigeria to change things for the better.
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